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for him, and he was right. Another of Franklin's prin-
ciples was represented by a little book which he kept by
him all through his life. In it he wrote down the thirteen
virtues which he considered a man should possess if he
were to lead a good life. Then if he ate too much, or
wasted precious time, or did an injustice, or in any way
sinned against one of the virtues, he jotted it down in
the book, and so, by constant study, he learned just what
his chief shortcomings were, and what he must do to
improve himself. To improve, to get on, not at the
expense of other people, but by helping them to improve
and get on at the same time, was, indeed, Franklin's
aim all through life, and he pursued it faithfully, as
you will read.

Franklin spent eighteen months in England, and did
not return to Philadelphia until October, 1726. He was
now twenty years of age, and after working some time
for a Quaker merchant named Denham, he went back
to his old employer, Samuel Keimer. Then, in 1728,
he and a friend started a printing house of their own,
and when two years later this partnership ended,
Franklin became the sole proprietor of the business.

It was in this year, 1730, that Benjamin and Deborah
married. Their home was a small house near the market-
place, and over the door Franklin set up a big board on
which was printed in large letters, "BENJAMIN
FRANKLIN, PRINTER". How the young couple
laboured! At that time Franklin was publishing a small
newspaper called the Pennsylvania Gazette, and being still
too poor to employ many helpers, he and Deborah did
most of the work themselves. Franklin was his own